Richard J. Meadows
Major, US Army (Retired)
“Quiet Professional”
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1931 - 1995

“Repeatedly answering our country’s call and taking on the most dangerous and serissioasnfew
have been as willing to put themselves in harms way for their fellowgonen.”
The White House, Washington, DC
July 26, 1995

Dick Meadows: A Quiet Professional
By Captain Jay Ashburner

On July 29, 1995, the special operations community lost a true legend with
the passing of retired Major Richard J. “Dick” Meadows. His extraordinary
exploits spanned more than three decades and included the most widely known
and defining missions in the history of U.S. Special Operations. Dick Meadows
exemplified devotion to duty, serving as a noncommissioned officer, as a
commissioned officer, and after his retirement, as a civilian special consultant
(read operator) to U.S. Army Special Forces and the joint SOF community.

Meadows was born June 16, 1931, in rural Virginia and enlisted in the

Army in August 1947, at the age of 16. His first service was with the 456 th Field
Artillery Battalion of the 82  nd Airborne Division.
In early 1951 Meadows volunteered for assignment to the 674 th Field

Artillery Battalion, 187 t Regimental Combat Team, Korea. There he served with
distinction and became the youngest Maser Sergeant in the war, at age 20. After
serving in Korea, Meadows volunteered for Special Forces, and in March 1953 he
was assigned to the 10  Special Forces Group. For the next 24 years, Meadows
served in the SOF community, with assignments to both Ranger and Special
Forces units.

In 1960, Meadows was selected to participate in an exchange program
between the 7 t Special Forces and British 22  nd Special Air Service Regiment, or



SAS. He was the first NCO to be selected for the program, and his performance
with SAS was distinguished by several milestones: he completed the SAS
selection course; he was the first of two foreign soldiers to be awarded SAS wings,
and he served for 12 months as a troop commander, a position normally held by

a British Captain. While serving with the SAS, Meadows was selected to
participate in a real-world mission in Oman against terrorists and gun smugglers.

Meadows'’ first experience in the Southeast Asian Theater came with an
assignment to Operation White Star in Laos. White Star was a foreign internal
defense mission, conducted to advise, assist, equip, and train Laotian government
forces in counterinsurgency operations against North Vietnamese backed Pathet
Lao forces. The intent of White Star was to secure the sovereignty of Laos and
provide a buffer between friendly Thailand and communist North Vietnam.
Meadows not only assisted in establishing and organizing Royal Lao Army regular
forces but also participated in an unconventional warfare mission with tribal
guerrilla fighters. It was while he was in Laos that Meadows met Lieutenant
Colonel Arthur D. “Bull” Simons and worked with him on a program to organize
and arm the Kha tribal groups.

After returning from Laos, Meadows spent the next three years in Panama,
where he helped establish the 8 t Special Forces Group in the Canal Zone. There
he was a standout in Operation Black Palm, a training exercise using U.S. Special
Forces and members of the Panamanian Defense Forces to test the existing
security of the Panama Canal. During one 48-hour period in the operation,
Meadows and his team, playing the part of soldiers captured by the PDF, escaped
from jail and without being detected, planted simulated demolition charges on
one of the Canal’'s most heavily guarded locks.

In 1965, Meadows volunteered for a second tour in Southeast Asia. This
tour took him to Vietnam and to one of the most secretive and elite units of the
war, the Military Assistance Command Vietnam, or MACVSOG. Operational
detachments of this unit conducted what were arguably the most dangerous
missions of Vietham War. SOG personnel operated beyond the constraints of
territorial borders, performing a myriad of the covert mission throughout
Southeast Asia. They specialized in intelligence gathering and direct action in the
heart of areas either controlled or dominated by the enemy. Once again, Meadows
excelled.

During one of Meadows’ first cross-border reconnaissance missions into
Laos, his team captured a battery of Russian made 75mm howitzers, still packed
in Cosmoline, being shipped south from North Vietham. As proof to their find,
Meadows’ team returned from the mission with the Russian made fire control
equipment. This was the first concrete evidence to support President Lyndon
Johnson’s claim that the Vietnam conflict was more than an internal
revolutionary war. This proof of external sponsorship was of such importance
that General William C. Westmoreland, the senior U.S. commander in Vietnam,
personally debriefed Meadows and his team.

Meadows completed more than two-dozen missions into North Vietham and
Laos. Westmoreland recommended him for a battlefield commission, the first of



the Vietnam War and the one of only two that Westmoreland would make during
his four years as commander of U.S. forces in Vietham.

Upon completion of this tour, Meadows was assigned to Fort Benning, GA.,
where on April 14, 1967, he received a direct appointment to Captain. Meadows
subsequently returned to Vietnam for a second MACV/SOG tour, and once again
returned to Fort Benning, where he served with the Ranger Department.

In 1970, Meadows was chosen by two of his former commanders to
participate in perhaps the most famous mission of the Vietham War, Operation
Ivory Coast. Brigadier General Donald Blackburn, the former commanding officer
of MACV/SOG, and now Colonel “Bull” Simons, who had served under Blackburn
in SOG, selected Meadows as the assault element leader for the raid of the Son
Tay prison camp, 23 miles from Hanoi. Meadows’ 14 man team intentionally
crash landed it’s helicopter inside the camp walls, and seized and held the
compound for 27 minutes in an attempt to rescue approximately 70 U.S. POW's.

No POWSs were found in the camp, they had been moved several months
earlier and controversy still surround the Son Tay mission. Some have called the
efforts futile, yet the meticulous planning and preparation; the monumental
efforts to coordinate Army, Air Force and Navy assets; and the almost total
secrecy surrounding the operation have become a model for strategic surgical
strike missions. What has never been disputed is the degree of dedication and
valor exhibited by those men who volunteered for the mission. Also beyond
dispute is the mission’s impact on the world and North Vietham in particular,



demonstrating the national resolve and determination of the United States to
rescue its POWSs.

Following the raid at Son Tay, Meadows was promoted to major and served
atour inthe 10 t Special Forces Group. He concluded his military career in 1977
as the Training Officer and Deputy Commander for the jungle phase of Ranger
School at Camp Rudder, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

Having retired with 30 years of service, 24 of them in Special Operations,
Meadows continued to sere U.S. national interests as a special consultant for the
organization and establishment of the 1 st Special Forces Operational Detachment
— Delta, which was under the command of Colonel Charlie Beckwith.

Again, Dick Meadows was the right man, in the right place, at exactly the
right time. He was instrumental in the planning, the preparation and the
execution of Operation Eagle Claw. On April 24, 1980, nearly 200 members of a
U.S. joint special operations task force infiltrated Iran by air in an attempt to
rescue 53 Americans held hostage in the American Embassy in Tehran. For more
than a week prior to the rescue attempt, Dick Meadows had been on the ground
conducting clandestine mission support activities in and around Tehran. Again a
volunteer, he was operating undercover as an Irish citizen working for a
European auto company.

At the time, Eagle Claw was the largest and most audacious response by
any world power to the emerging threat of terrorism. Regrettably, a disastrous
aircraft collision at Desert One claimed the lives of eight personnel, forcing the
mission to be aborted. Although the mission failed, the courage and commitment
of Meadows and his fellow rescuers did not.

After the aborted hostage rescue mission, Meadows broke off official
employment with the military, but he continued to help organize other special
mission units and served as a consultant in the U.S. efforts to thwart criminal
drug trafficking. He worked for a short period for H. Ross Perot, advising and
assisting him on security matters.

More recently, Meadows had worked in Central and South American
countries, training security personnel in everything from basic security
procedures to antiterrorist precautions.

The resume of Dick Meadows remarkable career captures the highlights of
recent special operations history. But what it cannot capture are his depth and
strength of character: Despite his consummate achievements, Meadows remained
a modest individual who was more interested in his next mission than his pat
accomplishments. While others in special operations sought fame, Dick Meadows,
who contributed greatly to the legacy of U.S. Special Operations, religiously
maintained a low profile and avoided the press. Because of his humbleness, his
dedication and his accomplishments, Dick Meadows will endue as a
personification of the “Quiet Professional”.

Captain Jay Ashburner is assigned to the Special Fo rces Doctrine Division, Directorate of Training
and Doctrine, JFK Special Warfare Center and School . A graduate of the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks, he has served inthe 5 t Infantry Division (mechanized) and in the 10  t SF Group as a
detachment commander.

This article appeared in the January 1996 issue of Special Warfare, pp 42-44.



Son-Tay Raid — 25 ™ Anniversary

Twenty-five years ago on 20 November, U.S. Commandos conducted a daring raid into North
Vietnam. President Richard M. Nixon, following deep consultations two daysreaith National
Security Advisor, Henry A. Kissinger, CIA Director Richard M. Helms;ddsk Secretary Melvin
Laird; and Chairman of the Joint Staff Admiral Thomas Moorer, approved OperatidBR{INN

The objective was for Special Forces personnel to assault the Son-Tagpogewar camp 23
miles west of Hanoi, North Vietnam, and free prisoners. Delayed on time previougblitical
reasons, this time the mission, an archetypical event of the Vietham Wapwasgeal.

Preparations for the mission had already commenced. Following a meeting with Colonel
Arthur D. “Bull” Simons and Brigadier General Donal d Blackburn with SACSA (Special
Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special Activit ies) at the Pentagon, they returned
respectively to Fort Bragg, NC and Eglin AFB, FL to recruit volunteers from their

respective services for this mission.

The first two assistants desired by “Bull” Simons w ere LTC Elliot P. “Bud” Sydnor as his
deputy, and Captain Richard J. Meadows to lead the assault force.

Despite discrete announcements and word-of-mouth no tices, more than 500 Special
Forces volunteers attending the post theater at For t Bragg to hear what Colonel Simons
wanted for a “moderately hazardous duty mission.” He had enough volunteers.

A feasibility study group was formed by Simons on 1 0 June.

The mission for a ‘Joint Contingency Task Group’ na med IVORY COAST was approved on

8 August, with the Ivory Coast Planning Group conve ning on 10 August in Washington. A
vacant, remote area of Eglin AFB was selected for t raining rehearsals. A moveable mock-
up of the Son-Tay compound was erected — able to be dismantled and hidden during
known overheard satellite flights.

As the raid was departing, a “Controlled American S ource” {CAS} agent in North Vietham
reported that Son-Tay was empty. The CAS agent had an asset within the North Vietnam
Enemy Proselytizing Office. The asset had reported a list of current prisoner of war
camps, and Son-Tay was not listed. He said that 150 POWSs had been moved to Dong-
Hai.

The raid was eminent, and a delay would be disastrous.



DARING POW RAID AT SON TAY

On Nov. 21, 1970, top officials in Washington held their breath as a joint U.S. Army - Air Force
rescue team attempted to free U.S. POWSs from captivity in North Vietnam.

"We are going to rescue 70 American prisoners-of-war, maybe more, ftamgacalled Son Tay,"
announced Col. Arthur "Bull" Simons, combat veteran of World War Il, Korea and Vietivam
are to let nothing interfere with this operation. Our mission is to rescue prisooets take
prisoners. If there's been a leak, we'll know it as soon as the second or third chepbarset.
We'll make them pay for every foot".

When Simons finished his speech, the room fell silent for a brief moment. Then every man
applauded. The raid on Son Tay Prison Camp - deep within North Vietham - was under way.

In May 1970, two POW camps were identified by the Interagency Prisoner of Whgédnize
Committee (IPWIC). This committee, formed in 1967, was responsible for glagtPOWs and
the camps they were interned in, and to veer bombing missions away from those areas.

The two camps were Ap Lo, about 30 miles west of Hanoi, and Son Tay, 23 miles from North
Vietnam's capital, situated at the junction of the Song Con and Red Rivers. Itterasiied that
Son Tay was being enlarged because of the increased activity at the camp.

Intelligence confirmed that 55 POWSs were being confined at Son Tay. Photo resannai
discovered the letters SAR (Search and Rescue), apparently spelled out bsothersriaundry,
and an arrow with the number 8, indicating the distance the men had to travel talththégl
worked in.

On May 25, IPWIC briefed Army General Earle Wheeler, chairman of the Qbiafs of Staff
(JCS), on a tentative plan to free the POWSs at Son Tay.

By 1970, the war was in its fifth year.

Public support was waning, and a daring rescue of POWs would be a much-needetoostate
militarily; not to mention a political victory for President Richard M. Nixon whaswnder fire for
his recent incursion into Cambodia.

Operation Polar Circle

Wheeler granted the request. Adm. Thomas H. Moorer, the new JCS chairman, sat in on the
meeting. The first phase of the plan, dubbed "Operation Polar Circle" was approve



On June 10, a 15-man group, headed by Air Force Brig. Gen. Donald D. Blackburn, began the
planning stage of the operation. Blackburn, no stranger to special operations, \pesidle s
assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special Activities (CSA).

Reconnaissance photos taken by SR-71 "Blackbirds" revealed that Son Tagtivels Bhe camp
itself was in the open and surrounded by rice paddies. In close proximity was the 1Bth Nort
Vietnamese Army (NVA) Regiment totaling approximately 12,000 troops. Alatbyavere an
artillery school, a supply depot, and an air defense installation.

Five hundred yards south was another compound called the "secondary school", which was an
administration center housing 45 guards. To make matters more difficult, PhudrvgasA was
only 20 miles northeast of Son Tay.

It was evident that the raid would have to be executed swiftly.

If not, the Communists could have planes in the air and a reactionary force at the tamp wi
minutes.

Son Tay itself was small and was situated amid 40-foot trees to obstruct th©wigwone power
and telephone line entered it.

The POWSs were kept in four large buildings in the main compound. Three observationatogvars
7-foot wall encompassed the camp.

Because of its diminutive size, only one chopper could land within the walls. The renvaindier
have to touch down outside the compound. Another problem the planning group had to consider
was the weather. The heavy monsoon downpours prohibited the raid until late fal, Finall
November was selected because the moon would be high enough over the horizon for good
visibility, but low enough to obscure the enemy's vision.

Operation Ivory Coast

With the planning stage completed, the next phase of the raid, called Ivory Coastadyator
swing into action. Air Force Brig. Gen. Leroy J. "Roy" Manor, a stickdeorganization, led the

group.

The National Security Agency (NSA) tracked the NVA air defensesysand artillery units
nearby.

Also, in addition to the "Blackbirds”, unmanned Buffalo Hunter "Drones” flew overamg @as
well, although they had to cease flying because many feared that thevihlMA spot them.

In July, an SR-71 photo recon mission depicted "less active than usual” activity amthe@n
Oct. 3, Son Tay showed very little signs of life.

However, flights over Dong Hoi, 15 miles to the east of Son Tay, were picking up attreas
activity. The planners were scratching their heads. Had the POWs been moddte N&¥A
picked up signs that a raid was imminent?



In fact, the POWSs had been relocated to Dong Hoi, July 14, but not for the reasons the planners had
anticipated. The Song Con River, where Son Tay was located, had begun to overflow its banks

So because of the flooding problem, the prisoners were transported to Dong Hoi.
Operation Kingpin

Operation Kingpin, the final component of the raid, was approved by Nixon on Nov. 18. Next day,
however, Adm. Moorer was notified that it had been confirmed that the POWSs had beenr&dns
Unfortunately, the planners nixed the idea to move on Dong Hoi.

Their reasoning was that the raiders had rehearsed on Son Tay all ¢hiartthchanging to Dong
Hoi at the last minute might cause catastrophic results.

On Nov. 21, 1970, at approximately 11:18 p.m., the Son Tay raiders, accompanied by C-130Es
called Combat Talons, departed Udorn, Thailand, for the final phase of their missibea.satrie
time, the U.S. Navy began a huge carrier strike against North Vietham to dieetibat away from
the raiding party. As the group neared the prison, the two "Jolly Greens", dubbed-4Apple
"Apple-5" hovered at 1,500 feet to act as reserve flareships in the evenl8@s'Glares did not
ignite.

Suddenly, Col. Frederick M. "Marty" Donohue's HH-53 helicopter, call sign "Appldeveloped
trouble. Without warning, a yellow trouble light appeared signaling transmissibteprs.

Donohue calmly informed his co-pilot, Capt. Tom Waldron, to "ignore the SOB". In a normal
situation, Donohue would have landed. But this was no normal mission. "Apple-3" kept going. As
Donohue's chopper "floated" across Son Tay's main compound, the door gunners let loose 4,000
rounds a minute from their mini-guns. The observation tower in the northwest sectionarhthe c
erupted into flames. With that, Donohue set down at his "holding point" in a rice paddy §igé out
the prison.

As Maj. Herb Kalen tried to negotiate a landing inside the compound, the almosirist of his
chopper, call sign "Banana-1" that was carrying the assault group code-rialonetby/".

The 40-foot trees that surrounded Son Tay were, in actuality, much larger. "Ona pibat
remembered, "must have been 150 feet tall ... we tore into it like a big lawn mower wHsea
tremendous vibration ... and we were down."

Luckily, only one person was injured; a crew chief suffered a broken ankle. Rgdaimin
composure, Special Forces Capt. Richard Meadows scurried from the downdtaicteaid in a
calm voice through his bullhorn: "We're Americans. Keep your heads down. We'recamseGet
on the floor. We'll be in your cells in a minute.”

No one answered back, though. The raiders sprung into action immediately. Autoezgians/

ripped into the guards. Other NVA, attempting to flee, were cut down as théydnmake their
way through the east wall.
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Fourteen men entered the prison to rescue the POWSs. However, to their disappointment,enone wer
found.

Furious Firefights

As the raiders were neutralizing the compound, Lt. Col. John Allison's helicoptsignd' Apple-
2", with the "Redwine" group aboard, was heading toward Son Tay's south wall. As his door
gunners fired their mini-guns on the guard towers, Allison wondered where "Applasl”

Code-named "Greenleaf", it was carrying "Bull" Simons. Allison put hisHhkside the compound
and the Special Forces personnel streamed down the rear ramp.

Wasting no time, they blew the utility pole and set up a roadblock about 100 yards from thg landi
zone (LZ). A heated firefight ensued. Guards were "scurrying like mice" ittean to fire on the
raiders. In the end, almost 50 NVA guards were killed at Son Tay.

"Apple-1", piloted by Lt.Col. Warner A. Britton, was having troubles of its own. The chdaakr
veered off the mark and was 450 meters south of the prison and had erroneously landed at the
"secondary school.”

Simons knew it wasn't Son Tay. The structures and terrain were different andytmeigehorror,

it was no "secondary school" - it was a barracks filled with enemy soldiers - ¥@®of were

killed in five minutes.

As the chopper left, the raiders opened up with a barrage of automatic weapons. Captlthelo Wa
cut down four enemy soldiers and went from bay to bay riddling their rooms with Rs1GA
Realizing their error, the group radioed "Apple-1" to return and pick up thegdider their
dilemma.

Simons, meanwhile, jumped into a trench to await the return of Britton when an NVA laaped i
the hole next to him. Terrified, and wearing only his underwear, the ViethameseSmowns
pumped six shells from his .357 Magnum handgun into the trooper's chest, killing himynstant

Britton's chopper quickly returned when he received the radio transmission tloatsSgmoup was
in the wrong area. He flew back to Son Tay and deposited the remained of the haiders t

Things were beginning to wind down. There was little resistance from ttamegguards.

Meadows radioed to LTC Elliot P. "Bud" Sydnor, the head of the "Redwine" group on the raid,
"negative items". There were no POWSs. They had been on the ground exactly 27 minutes.

The Son Tay raid was over.
What Went Wrong?

Why had the raid on Son Tay failed?
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According to historian Dale Andrade: "... the fact that initially the C1h4 Bnd NSA would all be
involved sounded like a good idea. But, in reality, they only muddied the waters of the plarthing a
got in each other's way". Another important factor was the seemingly nedieggoor weather.
That's why the POWSs had been relocated from Son Tay in the first placeséetdhe rapidly

rising waters near the camp. Even Manor wrote in his after-action reportivieayetirs of

typhoons moved into the area of North Vietham, South Vietnam, and Laos" in the month®just pri
to the raid.

What most did not know was that a top-secret "weather modification" expemareeid Operation
Popeye was responsible for some of the inclement weather.

Aircraft had been dropping "cloud-seeding paraphernalia” in the region, and thensisger Laos
had doubled in 1970.

"Why didn't top officials in the CIA and Air Force tell the JCS and the Ivargs€Task Force
about Operation Popeye?" wrote Dale Andrade. "That gap in the knowledge of the planmkrs coul
have endangered not only the live POWSs in the area, but also the lives of the raiders.

"What really stands out in my mind,"” remarked Special Forces Sgt. TeckldB, a member of the
raiding party, "was the dedication the guys had. | was the youngest persmnraiu so | felt my
life was unimportant. But the others had family. And they could have gotten off themassiny
time. That impressed me. These guys were willing to lay down their livéisdiorcomrades. They
were true professionals.”

NOTE: Extracted from the VFW magazine, November 1995, story by Al Hemingway.

Courage, skill, dedication and love of country combined to make Maj. Riclvd Meadows ...
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A Special Kind of Hero

Story by Heike Hasenauer

RETIRED Maj. Richard Meadows lived a life punctuated by adventure, danger and intrigue. When
he died of leukemia in July, only hours before he was to receive the Presidenteai<itiedal, the
special operations community lost a legend.

"I see him as the same hero they saw," said his son, Capt. Mark Meadows, commander of Company
F, 51st Infantry Regiment, a long-range surveillance unit attached to XVIII Airborne Corpls' 519t
Military Intelligence Battalion at Fort Bragg, N.C.

"When he came out of the Korean War at 19, he was a master sergeant. Special forces cranked up,
he got involved and became intrigued with long-range reconnaissance and special forces stuff,”
Mark said.

President Bill Clinton, in a letter to the elder Meadows before his death, wrote, "#aKdretnam,
Iran and many other dangerous locales, you established a legendary reputation that will forever be
hallowed within the special forces and by all Americans who know of your extraordinary exploits."

Shortly after Meadows' death, Clinton, in a public statement, wrote, "I am pleased that Maj.
Meadows knew of [the presidential honor] before his death.”

In the citation that accompanied the award, presented to Meadows' family, Clinton wrote: "His
exceptional special forces and civilian career included operations behind enemy lineanVie

for which he received a rare battlefield commission, leadership in a daring rescue attémpivsf

at Son Tay Prison near Hanoi, infiltration into Tehran for the Desert One hostage rescue mission,
and a key role in establishing the elite Delta Force."

The elder Meadows joined the Army at 15 and spent more than 30 years serving his country -- most
of it in Special Forces and ranger positions. He fought in the Korean War, and became its youngest
master sergeant.

In 1953, he joined the 10th Special Forces Group and, in 1960, became the first NCO to participate
in an exchange program between the 7th SFG and the British army's elite 22nd Special Agr Servic
Regt.

In 1961 Meadows deployed to Laos as part of the White Star mobile training team that spent six
months teaching combat tactics to the Royal Lao Army and Laotian tribal guerillas.

During three tours in Vietnam Meadows conducted numerous cross-border reconnaissance and

commando missions. He also helped write the operations plan for the daring raid to free American
POWSs from Son Tay Prison, near Hanoi, in which he served as assault team leader.

13



His actions in Southeast Asia so impressed the senior U.S. commander in Vietnam, Gen. William
Westmoreland, that he obtained approval for Meadows' direct commission to captain. It was the
first battlefield commission to be given during the Vietham War.

Meadows' last assignment was at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., in 1977, where he was the training
officer and deputy commander of the jungle phase of Ranger School.

But his special operations career was far from over.

Meadows traveled to Iran in 1980 during the Iran hostage crisis and, as a U.S. Army consultant,
posed as a foreign businessman to scout the American Embassy in Tehran where the hostages were
being held. That mission was aborted when three of eight Navy helicopters involved exgherience
system failures.

Meadows' many military awards and decorations include: the Distinguished Service Cross, two
Silver Stars, Bronze Star with Valor Device, Air Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritoriougcger

Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, Ranger Tab, Scuba Badge and
numerous foreign awards.

The man who, in the words of U.S. Special Operations Command commander Gen. Wayne
Downing, "made extraordinary contributions to the security of the nation” was remembered at a
July reunion of the Son Tay Raid Association at Hurlburt Field, Fla. During the reunion, Meadows
was inducted into the Army Ranger Hall of Fame.

Attendees included Meadows' widow, Dr. Pamela Meadows; son, Major Meadows; daughter,
Michele Gilmore; and USSOCOM's Downing, who made the presentations.
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Statement from President Clinton

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 29, 1995
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

| mourn the passing today of Major Richard J. Meadows, USA (Ret.) whose dedicated and
exceptional service is cherished by everyone who knew of his extraordmaage and selfless
service.

| recently had asked General Wayne Downing, the Commander-in-Chiefldf3h&pecial
Operations Command, to present the Presidential Citizens Medal to Major Meadowgratified
to know that Major Meadows' wife Pamela, his son Mark, a U.S. Army captain, arftetaug
Michele will receive this award tonight at a gathering of those involved in the Somitaat
Hurlburt Field. Although this will now be a posthumous honor, | am pleased that Major Weado
knew of this honor before he died.

To Major Meadows' family and friends and to the Special Operations communitgnteny

heartfelt condolences. We will all remember him as a soldier's soldier amd Aneerica's finest
unsung heroes.
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Perot helps honor Special Operator

By Henry Cunningham
Military editor
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TRIBUTE TO A HERO
MAJOR DICK MEADOWS “RANGER”
He is not gone, he is there, and there is a presence felt or imagined among the live oaks

He is the silence that permeates the soul of those warriors past, preddatuse on a sultry night
at the Ranger Training Camp in Florida.

He is the scout in front of the point guard, alerting him of danger unseen.

He is the silent, awesome vision of a heavily armed, camouflaged figurethsiugh the mist of a
rice paddy at first light.

He is there, but can’t be seen as he moves silently and with deadly purpose throutdg dine ja
emerald green of a jungle.

He is the lone figure standing on a ridge lit by an artillery barrage on amthfieaful night.

He is among the many in any city, but does not stand out. His presence is known by eryethos
has made aware.

He is the hope of every hostage prisoner that he may effect a rescue.

He is the experience every team leader must have as he instills confrdaceen.
He is the terrifying thunder that rolls over his country’s enemies.

He is always there to comfort those in need, and guide those that are lost.

His spirit will always be there to show the way for the future legions cafled to protect and
serve their country.

He is a legend and his feats will be talked about among his fellow service noeig as Ilthis
Country and freedom survive.

| toast you Dick, for you are a true Hero.

R.G. “Bob” Davis,
Major Retired
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